Approved For Release 2004/02/04 : CIA-RDP67B00446R000500130011-1

WG 53-3845

3 Leceuber 1363

AR MORANDU M FOR:  Director of Central Inteiligeace

SUBJECT: Comsents o Propesed Legislation to
Protect Senior Officials

1. This :memorandun containg & recom:nendati» submnlited
for approval of the Director of Central Iateiligence, Huch recome-
sendatioen i coatained in psragraph 5.

2. As & resuit of the assassination of President Keanedy,
congressional attention is being {ocussc on the protsciion offered
by the Federal crininal statutes to the President, Vice President,
and sther senior Govermnnent oificiale. These statutes as they
acw stand xre woefully inadequaie. As has besn recently pointed
sut on the {loor of the Congress &s well as in the prees, the
assassination of the President is not per se 2 Federal crime.
Thuie wousld also hold true regarding the assassination of various
sther high Coversiment sificials. Various bills and anend: aenis
have been psroposed to close this jap in sur Federal laws by making
the killing of the Fresidest and the Vice Fresident a Federsl crime,
Coansideration 18 also being givean at this time to covering the killing
of Cabinet memnbers and members of the Congress. Nome of the
nilis under discussion at the presest tine would cover the Lirecior
of Centrai Intelligence.

3. The extreiaely semsitive intelligence iniormation possessed
by the Divector as weil as his access to the highest levels of paticy
decisions need not be detalled here. The possibility of retaiiation on
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the perion of the ldrector o8 & resuit of cartain cavert actions
abroad of the Agescy cannat ke ignoved. The jurisdictivaal and
investigative sepacts of asy such tncident would be couspaunded
by the very likely possibility that the Directar at the time of such
invident would be carrying documents of a sensitive nature. The
need to avold sxclusive state jurisdiction and the uecessity of
establishing ¥Federal jurisdiction is, we believe, seli-evident.

4.  While tse deterreat vaiue of any such statute i open to
suestion, it is oor oplaten thet coverage of the Ilrector would be
worthwhile »o as 10 confer Federal jurladicton over any such
Incidents. As saiters now stand, i the Direcior were killed in
4 state jurisdiction, seither the act of killing nor his pownition as
Hrector would ineure Federal cantrol of any imvestigation of the
incidest. The security problems which wnight sceur 38 2 result of
the bamdling of an invesilgation here by state officials could at ths
vary least prove to be exceedingly «xbarrassing both to the Ageacy
and to the United Siates GCoverasent. The situatios woauid aiso be
ax serious ia the case where the Lirector was severely isjured
aad perhaps unconacious as a result of as attack wpon his persen,
o view of the lack of Gefinitive Federal jurisdiction, the Fadaral
Goversnest would in elfect have ta bope for a couperative attitude
ac the part of state awthorities. The absence 3f atate expertise in
this arem could very well srove to be disasterous fnssfar s Ageancy
securlly is concerned. M is our opinion that & sraperly wurded
piece 3 ingisiation which ssables Federsl officials to elnim
jurisdiction over any such incident in ancesssry. Ths wuestion «of
Jurisdiction thereiore is pazhaps the most imnportant yeasan for
inciesion of the Director of Central Intelligence in any such
iegislation. The aeed for statutowy soverage is, of course, also
true of ather senior officials of the Coverncnent, The irupostance
ol a pursher of non-Cabinet officlals such 26 detoorze BEundy is,
we feel, a rather stron, case in pofat.

3. AL the present thiae it je Lopossibie to foresse what,
i any. legisiation will ke fortheondng on this subject. Ve
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therefore recumnmnend for your approval (o principle that this Jifice
saek ta include the Director of Cestral !ntemgmﬁ& any proposed
legislation in this avea, e will then coatact the appropriste
officiale and committees within the Departraent of Justice, Buresu
of the Budget, aud the Congress,
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